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How Good to Be  

   Here at Grace 

Becky and I have been worshipping with Grace Christian Church since Christ-

mas.  However, I have been your pastor for only 6 weeks.  I have been very encouraged 

by what I’ve seen and by the attitudes that most of you have displayed.  It’s exciting 

for me to serve with a group of people that genuinely care about each other, that want to serve the Lord, and who have a 

hope for the future. 

During the last 6 weeks, I’ve been preaching about what a healthy church is and does.  I want to emphasize that it is more 

important to “be” the church rather than “do” church.  An authentic Christian, even with stumbles and blemishes, can be 

respected and can draw others to the cross.   A Christian in name only will be recognized a mile away and sadly will only 

bring disrepute upon the name of Christ. 

 Notice that I said an “authentic” Christian, not “perfect” Christian. No Christian is perfect; we all sin, fail in one way or 

another and need to rely over and over on God’s grace and forgiveness.  That’s one of the wonderful blessings about 

being in Christ.  However, this does not let us off the hook.  We don’t want to lay back and say to ourselves, “I’m in 

good shape, it doesn’t matter what I do or say because God will forgive me anyway.” This is what the Apostle Paul was 

speaking about in Romans 6:1-2ff. 

It is my goal to help Grace Christian Church to grow in every one of the 6 areas that my first sermon series as pastor 

addressed.  Remember those areas as: prayer, fellowship, discipleship, evangelism, ministry and worship.   

There are 2 more items I want to lay before you and ask for your participation:  

1.  In order to know you more completely and quickly, I will be using some survey materials to gather informa-

tion.  This will help me and our other leaders to get a snapshot of our core values, strengths and con-

cerns.  I’m excited about this initiative that will help us as a congregation envision, strategize and plan for our 

future.  In order for this to be usable there needs to be a significant number of adults participating in the sur-

veys. They are not difficult, and I’m asking that you get involved and participate. We will communicate more in 

the next couple weeks but we are aiming at April 18th as the kick-off Sunday.   

2. Don't forget the 316 NUMBERS OF HOPE sermon series. It actually begins on Easter April 4th. Invite your 

friends and family.  Immerse your unsaved loved ones in prayer.  If you haven’t placed their name on the 

cross in front of the auditorium, there is still room and time.  Let us all pray for them. Take a post card and give 

them the invitation or mail it.  Take a 316 business card and pass them out.  COMMIT YOURSELF TO AT-

TEND EACH OF THE 4 SERVICES.  Most importantly: Pray every day that God will convict the hearts of 

those who come. 

Lastly, I want to thank you for your spirit of love and your decision to work together with me to take Grace 

Christian Church to God’s place in the future.  I know it will be a great journey together. 

Yours together for Christ, 

April 2010 
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Pastor Max 

 

What a blessing to those 

groups! 

David and Ruth ask 

for prayer for more 

people to hear the 

call of god to join 

in this Bible trans-

lation ministry.  There are 

still about 2100 languages in the world 

that do not have even one verse of Scripture 

We are so very fortunate here at Grace 

Christian church to be able to part-

ner with various missionaries.  We 

currently have a prayer request from 

David and Ruth Snyder.  They are our 

missionaries in FL with Wycliffe Bible 

Translators.  Their heart’s desire is to 

bring the beloved Word of God to people 

groups who do not  have God’s Word in 

their native tongue.   

in their language.  

I would also add that we pray that God would 

meet their need and that the diligent workers 

would not be discouraged.  

God is faithful and will accomplish the good 

work that He has begun in you 

Thank God for David and Ruth Snyder, and keep 

them and their needs before the throne of 

Grace. 

Missions Moment ~ Patrice Abbee 

Youth and Teens   ~  Alison Shepherd 

Junior Soldiers for Jesus  ~  Kathi Anderson 

Hello from the Youth and Children's Department!   

 

Lately both the youth group and the children have been going through "Heroes" or "Special People" 
of the Old Testament.  We have learned how Ruth followed God, how God Spoke to Elijah, and 
even about Balaam and his Donkey.  The youth group (Grades 6th-12th) is meeting now for Sunday 
school every Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the upper room.   Junior Church (Ages 5- Grade 5) is 
taking place during the sermon in the upper room also.   We are still in need of some volunteers to 
help with teaching lesson and "crowd control" when there are many kids. 

 If you are interesting in helping out please let me know at church, email me at graceccali-
son@comcast.net, or call me at 260-415-7791. 

The Jr. Soldiers for Jesus class (ages 6-9) meets at 9am Sunday mornings.  We are learning and 
studying about the life of Jesus.  We have fun memorizing scriptures, playing games, doing crafts, 
and enjoying the fellowship of kids our age. 

We have several projects in our class.  The first is memorizing the Old and New Testament books 
of the bible.  When we have learned them, we will receive a new bible!  Also, we can earn stickers 
to receive prizes from our treasure chest.  Every month, we get new items added to our treasure 
chest. 

Our teacher is Miss Kathi, and she loves to see new faces.  So, please come and join us! 
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Allen County Jail Chaplain ~ Dick Sievers 

 

The Allen County jail continues to be an open door to harvest souls for Christ. We run around 17,000 inmates every year in the jail. Many are 

very receptive to the gospel of Christ. They see that they need to make some changes in their lives and that they need help. Just this past year, 

we had 229 that we baptized at the jail. This is important because it helps them to know that they have died to their old ways of life and have 

been raised into a new life in the power of the Holy Spirit of God. It is no longer they who live but it is Christ that lives in them. The life they 
now live they live for Him that loves them and gave Himself for them.  

The Jail Chaplaincy needs your prayer as we battle for the souls of these men and women. They need us to pray that God will help them to let 

go of the past and trust Him for the future. We need to pray that they will give up the old friends and find new ones that will encourage them 

in their changing. We need to ask God to help them to find the normal in life that He has for them rather than the one they have had in the 

past. 

Maybe we need to pray these same prayers for ourselves. I know I  do. Thank you for your prayers and support of this ministry and me. 

Chaplain Dick Sievers 

 

 

In all your struggles 

 And all your trials. 

In all your conflicts 

 With the devil’s wiles, 

Know there is Someone 

 who understands why, 

Who holds you so tight 

 In the palms of His hands 

In the depths of His might. 

 Through the dark lonely night. 

 

He will not tarry, 

 He will not flee. 

He knows what is best  

 For you and for me.  

He carries us through 

 the long days ahead, 

Shuts the mouths of liars 

 and judges the dead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This too shall pass 

 in a moment of time. 

This  anguish, this pain 

 without reason or rhyme. 

All evil will vanish, 

 all things be made new. 

In the twinkling of an eye, 

 when Christ comes to view.  

 

Oh Christ, oh my Christ,  

 Give me strength in this hour. 

Raise me up on your hands 

 And fill me with Power. 

Let my words be few 

 My actions be great. 

Let your love flow through 

 To overcome hate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will trust in this Someone 

 When I can’t understand. 

I will risk my whole life 

 On this Someone above. 

I will never forget 

 His crucified love. 

I will stake everything 

 On His rising again. 

I will surrender myself 

 To His sure Master Plan. 

 

This someone, oh this Someone. 

 Absorbs all my life. 

He fills all my vision,  

 Sets fire to my soul. 

He thwarts all my efforts 

 His will to control.  

He leads me to battle 

 With His firm Shepherd’s rod. 

This awesome, this radiant, 

 This soon-coming God. 

  

 

 

I need Him, this Someone, 

 As my life nears its end. 

Somehow I can see Him, 

 His huge reaching hand. 

My life shrivels up 

 In its old fleshly shell, 

But my spirit soars upward 

 At the sound of death’s knell. 

 

Oh, I never can thank you 

 Enough for this life, 

My salvation, my blessings 

 My children, my wife. 

This Someone so great 

 Who rules land and sea, 

This Someone so pure 

 So truly loves me! 

 

 

This Someone  
   By Guy Bayes 
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